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Task 1

Blade Runner

1F

Oscar Pistorius is a South African athlete. He was born in Johannesburg in 1986, as the middle
child of a family with Italian roots. His grandmother had emigrated to Kenya from Italy.
Pistorius lost both his legs below the knee when he was only 11 months old.

Despite his disability, he has been very active in sports all his life. He took up running after a
rugby accident in 2004. In the same year he finished third in the 100 metres, and won the 200
metres with a new world record at the Paralympic Games in Athens. The following year he won
both the 100 and 200 metre events at the World Cup, and broke his own world record. In 20086,
he won the 100 and 200 metres and also came first in the 400-metre event at the World
Championships. In 2007, he became the first sportsperson in history to set the world record for
all three distances. During his career, Pistorius has broken his own world records more than 30
times!

Pistorius usually competes with athletes who still have one functioning leg, while he has to
wear artificial limbs, whose special shape earned him the nickname, ‘Blade Runner’.

His lifelong ambition, however, has been to compete with able-bodied athletes. He took part in
his first international event in 2007, but the International Association of Athletics Federations
(IAAF) banned him from competing a year later. Scientific tests in Germany showed that his
artificial legs gave him ‘an unfair advantage’.

He successfully challenged that decision when further tests in Houston, Texas proved that he
also had disadvantages which the first tests ignored. The IAAF allowed him to try for the
Beijing Olympic Games in 2008, but his times were not good enough then. He did, however,
enter the Beijing Paralympic Games, and became the first runner ever to win gold in all three
short-distance races.

2011 was a turning point for Pistorius: he successfully qualified for the 2011 World
Championships and the 2012 London Olympic Games in the 400 metres. He said in an interview
after the qualifying race, ‘I have dreamed for such a long time of competing in a major
championship and this is a very proud moment in my life.’

In 2006, the President of South Africa awarded him a medal for his outstanding achievements
in sport. Pistorius continues to be an inspiration for people around the world.

Read the article again. Match the headings (A—H) with the paragraphs. There is one extra
heading.

A What makes his achievements special

B Results in disabled competitions

C Fighting to change a bad decision

D A broken dream?

E Inspiration for everyone

F A-disadvantage-from-childhood

G Winning the first able-bodied competition
H A dream come true

Read the article again and circle the correct letter.

1 Oscar Pistoriusiis ...

a
b

an Italian living in Africa.
originally from Kenya.

(©) a sportsman from South Africa.
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2

Pistorius lost his legs ...

a as ateenager.

b when he was just a baby.

¢ because had an accident playing rugby.

He broke his first world record ...
a at the Paralympics in Athens.
b at the World Cup in 2005.

¢ in history in 2007.

Pistorius became the first athlete ever to ...

a compete with athletes whose disability is less serious than his own.

b break world records more than 30 times.

¢ hold the world record in all three short-distance running events.

He entered his first competition for able-bodied athletes ...

a while he was banned by the IAAF.

b a year before the IAAF decided to ban him from entering.

¢ only after the IAAF allowed him to compete.

The scientific tests in Texas proved that ...

a Pistorius really had an unfair advantage in running.

b the IAAF had not considered his disadvantages when it banned him.

¢ the previous tests in Germany were correct.

He said it was a proud moment in his life when he ...
a was given a medal by the President of his country.
b won the Beijing Olympic Games in the 400-metre event.

¢ finally qualified for two world events for able-bodied athletes.

Task 2

Royal family quiz questions. Pair the questions and answers.

1 What country was Prince Phillip born in? George Il (59 years and 96
days)
2 What breed of dog is commonly associated with Corgis
Queen Elizabeth 11?
3 What was Queen Elizabeth's favourite flower? Suits
4 Which English King had the longest reign? French
5 What foreign language did Queen Elizabeth 11 Corfu, Greece
speak fluently?
6 Who was the Prime Minister when Queen Lily of the Valley
Elizabeth Il was crowned in 1952?
7 What is the royal family's real name? The House of Windsor
8 | What popular TV show was Meghan Markle in Friends
before she married Prince Harry?
9 Who lived in Hampton Court Palace? Henry VIII
10 | In 1998, Sarah Ferguson made a cameo Winston Churchill
appearance in which popular TV series?
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Task 3

Choose the correct answer.

1 Excuse me. I'm a(n) ... in this
neighbourhood. Can you tell me what
number bus will take me to the town
center, please? | want to do some
shopping.

foreigner
customer
tourist
stranger
immigrant

m oo w >

2 How much must I ............... a good second-
hand car?

buy from
pay for
borrow from
own for

m oo ©o >

lend to

3 It's getting quite
rain soon.

A windy
B hot

C foggy
D

E

. | think it's going to

cold
cloudy

4 The .o today is full of the news of
yesterday's concert.

A press

B publisher
C reporter

D literature
E journalism

S5lt'savery ............ picture. | laugh at it all the

A laughing
B smiling
C joking

D funny

E serious

6 Nobody gave him a hand. He did iton
his :

single
self
alone
own
lonely

mo o w >

7 GNP stands for "gross ............... product".
A national

global

international

universal

regional

m o O @

8 He received another letter from the ...............
demanding more money.

A burglar

B thief

C pickpocket
D robber

E blackmailer

9 "How much is the
conductor.

?" she asked the bus

fare
price
cost
prize

m oo ® >

fee

10 Come to Turkland, and ............... all these
places where history lives on.

inform
define
memorize
describe

moo w >

discover
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Task 4
Choose the correct answer.

1. She has been looking forajob ............... since
she left school.

A) very

B) never

C) every

D) ever

E) a long time

2. I'm so surprised to hear that he could do it
............... himself.

A) apart from
B) with

C) except for
D) all by

E) within

3. This apple has ............... exceptionally sweet
taste.

A) the
B) never
C) much
D) not
E) an

4o i have you been sitting here in the
dark all by yourself?

A) Since noon
B) How long
C) When

D) What length
E) As long as

5. 1d like ............... lemonade with ..............
sugar in it, please.

A) the / the
B)a/a
C)some/a
D) a/some
E) a/the

6. These flowers
me some fresh

A) was / were

B) are / ones

C) will be / one
D) aren't all / more
E) were / ---

all dead; please give

7. By the time the doctor ............... here, it'll be
too late to do anything for her.

A) gets

B) will get
C) got

D) get

E) had got

8. The baby ............. very quiet until that
terrible noise outside started.

A) had been

B) keeps

C) 's been keeping
D) has been

E) will have been

9. "Whose shoes are these?" "Theyare "
A) belong to Ali

B) of Ali's

C) Alis'

D) belonging to Ali

E) Ali's

10. The baby didn't get much sleep. We didn't

A) neither

B) less

C) either

D) more

E) such much
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11. She can speak Turkish quite fluently; and so

A) is he

B) she can

C) can her friend
D) am |

E) you are

12. If 1 have enough money left, I'll buy some
cheese,

A) more
B) after
C) a little
D) too

E) either

13. She didn't want ............... anything that
would influence his decision.

A) having said
B) saying

C) in order to say
D) to be said

E) to say

14. "1 want you ............... on the picture,” said
the teacher.

A) concentrating

B) so as to concentrate
C) to concentrate

D) being concentrated

E) in order to concentrate

15. Why is she sitting there all ............... herself
in the dark?

A) with

B) by

C) lonely

D) alone

E) apart from

16. You can come with me if you like, but really
YOU ....oveneenee if you don’t want to0."

A) would not
B) could not

C) cannot

D) don't have to
E) dare not to

17. Giines has gone to the market ...............
some eggs.

A) to buy

B) to be bought

C) for buying

D) for to buy

E) for having bought

18. | was pleased to see him at the meeting
today; but unfortunately he ............... be
there tomorrow.

A) won't be able to
B) must

C) will be able to
D) is going to

E) will have to

19. I don't know how to play pokerand __
A) neither does my wife

B) my wife doesn't neither

C) neither my wife does

D) either does my wife

E) my wife either doesn't

20. I've heard that the pink ............... are the
best. I'd like to buy ............... if you've
got .o left.

A) any / some / any
B) ones / some / any
C) some / ones / many
D) ones / any / many
E) ones / any / ones



