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I., You are going to read a text about the Orient Express. Some words are missing from the
text.Your task is to choose the most appropriate word from the list (A-O) for each gap in the
text.Write the appropriate word in the box.There is one extra word that you do not need to use.
There is an example (0) in the beginning.

(0) B the end of the nineteenth century, on October 4, 1883, the most luxurious train
in the history of the railways, set off (1) Paris on its first journey. It
was(2) the Orient Express.Forty rich and well-known people had received an invitation
to go (3) a journey different from anything they had ever
experienced.(4) them were bankers, journalists, and diplomats.In a time when international
train journeys were very (5) , this train offered every luxury imaginable. The
(6) of the carriages were richly decorated and staff there to look (7) the

passengers’ every need.Only the rich would be able to afford to travel on Orient Express.
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The man behind the idea was Georges Nagelmackers. He wanted to set up a network of trains which

would travel(8) the European Continent without stops and delays. He had been trying to
make his dream come(9) for many years.The journey began in Paris, continued through
Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Munich Vienna, Varna and ended in Constantinople. (now Istanbul).
(10) reaching Constantinople, the train stopped in Varna, a city on the Black Sea.There,
the passengers had to get (11) the train and they were taken to Constaninople by steamship.
In (12) days, going on a trip with the Orient Express was considered very
(13) and daring.
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Il., You are going to read a magazine article about a website.Some verb forms are missing
from the text.Your task is to form the correct tense of the verb in brackets.There is an
example (0) at the beginning.

Pets online

(0)_Have  youever_ wished _ (wish) you could find homes for all your furry friends?
That is what Elaine Loclear of Vermont (1) (try) to do for two years. Ever since she
(2 (start) her Pets' Friend website, Elaine (3) (help) hundreds of animals living
in animal shelters by finding them loving homes. With her Pets' Friend website, she
4) (link) animal shelters to hundreds of people who are looking for pets- every day.

»L (5) (be) 10 when I first(6) (volunteer) at a vet's. I (7) (ike) working there,

but I really(8) (want) to do something more,”says Elaine

Elaine (9) (come up) with the idea for a website while she (10) (wait) at a shelter
two years ago. “Most shelters (11) (be) only open for a few hours a day and
(12) (have) few staff members. With a website, people can look for animals whenever it

(13) (suit) them,” she says. (14) you (want) to surf for a pet?. Log on

www.ppetsfriend.com


www.ppetsfriend.com
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I11., Match the sentences with the responses.

Example : Do you like modern art? d

1 I don’t like seafood. a Yeah. | had a great time too.

2 That party was fun! b Something must have happened to him.
3 I"d be happy to go to an art gallery on my own. ¢ No, me neither.

4 I’m fond of composers such as Mozart. d I prefer painters like Van Gogh.

5 How long have you liked rap? e | never like going to places by myself.
6 The engine’s making a funny noise. f 1 really love Beethoven.

7 His joke was very funny. g For quite a while.

8 Were you a good baby? h Me too! She’s great!

9 Michael never used to be so miserable. i I’ll have a look at it.

10 I love Agrippine. j 1 laughed all the way home.

k I don’t know. I can’t remember anything at all!

IV.,Read the article and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F)

Why are the British so bad at learning languages?

Michael Reece has lived and worked in France for 15 years..The British are bad at speaking foreign
languages.It’s a fact.In any city around Europe you can find British tourists asking for the restaurant menu
in English.At best they will try to say a couple of phrases they have learnt from a phrase book, but they will
stop making an effort the moment they discover the waiter knows a little English.

I read a survey once which found that only 5% of British people could count to 20 in another language.So
why is this? | think laziness is possibly the key factor.There is a general feeling among British people that
’everyone speaks English nowadays so it’s not worth learning other languages.’ In multinational companies
English is often the communication within the company.Also, British people who live abroad can always
find other British expatriates to talk to, to watch British TV with, even to go to British pubs with - all reasons
for never bothering to learn the local language.

The situation in British schools doesn’t help.Ten years ago, about 80% of children at secondary school
studied a foreign language.Today, that number has gone down to 48%.And even the new pupils who study
foreign languages at school don’t have as many hours of classes as pupils in other European countries.|
think it is also a problem that British children don’t study English grammar any more, which makes it more
difficult for them to learn the grammar of another language.

1. British tourists don’t even know a few phrases in another language.

2. For the British there are several reasons for not studying foreign languages.
3. British people who live abroad don’t often socialize with the local people.
4. Many British secondary school pupils don’t study a foreign language.

5. Studying grammar is an important part of the British education



